@Congress of the Mnited States
Washington, DE 20515

September 20, 2017

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senator for Kentucky

317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,

We write to you with concern regarding reports that Senate Republicans, under your leadership,
are planning to move forward on significant healthcare legislation without a score from the non-
partisan and credible Congressional Budget Office (CBO). Any legislation, particularly the new
healthcare bill introduced by Senators Lindsey Graham, Bill Cassidy, Dean Heller, and Ron
Johnson, which affects hundreds of millions of Americans and over one-sixth of our nation’s
economy, should have its full impact evaluated and its cost analyzed. To proceed to vote on
legislation without ample consideration would be to deny the American people the transparency
and responsiveness they deserve from their Congress.

As you know, following a dispute between President Nixon and Congress over spending
authority, Congress passed the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974,
which created the Congressional Budget Office. Since February 1975, Congress, the press, and
the citizenry have relied on the non-partisan CBO to produce formal cost estimates for nearly
every bill approved by a full committee in either chamber of Congress.

Hence, it is worrisome that Senate Republican leadership would prevent the CBO from
conducting a thorough and reliable analysis of major legislation regarding healthcare in this
country. Consequentially, we strongly urge you to allow the Congressional Budget Office to
conduct a comprehensive and complete analysis of the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson
healthcare bill and any major legislation that would have significant repercussions for millions of
Americans’ healthcare. Finally, we also implore you to move this and any other significant
healthcare legislation through the Senate in accordance with regular order to provide
transparency and allow all Senators the opportunity to weigh in on behalf of their constituents,
the American people.

Sincerely,
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